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Book Notices. 445 

The book is crowded with illustrations of the relations between man and geo- 
graphy, and we know of no source from which teachers can draw more edifying 
and interesting material for the class room relating to those phases of geography 
with which this little volume deals. Professor Kirchhoff is not only a storehouse of 
facts, but his gift of imagination cements the material he uses into a finished scien- 
tific and literary product, which is as interesting as it is instructive to all intelli- 
gent readers. 

Die Stadte geographisch betrachtet. Von Professor Dr. Kurt 
Hassert. vi and 137 pp., 21 Illustrations. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1907. 
(Price, M. 1.) 
Dr. Hassert, Professor of Geography at the Commercial High School in 
Cologne, is widely known as an authority on economic geography. This book is 
an expansion of four lectures delivered in October, 1906, on the development of 
cities and the influences that shape and characterize them. It treats of the causes 
that lead to aggregations of people in towns and cities, the height above the sea 
level of such settlements (most cities being built on plains or lowlands), the 
industrial and commercial types of cities, relation of cities to the land trade routes, 
the growth of cities and development of the metropolis, relation between urban 
population and the number of dwellings, the separation of the residence and 
business quarters, building material, street names, etc. The book is the outcome 
of a close study of urban development in all times. It abounds with curious as 
well as pregnant information and is to be commended as a bit of geographical 
literature that is very readable and also contributes to our general knowledge of 
one of the greatest of social factors. 

Les Lacs Alpins Suisses. Etude Chimique et Physique. Par le 
Dr. Felix-Ernest Bourcart. Georg et Cie., Geneve, 1906. 

Thirty-three small alpine lakes, ranging in altitude from 643 meters (Amsold- 
ingen, Bern) to 2,388 m. (Schotten, Grisons) are in this volume illustrated by 
beautiful photographic vignettes, described according to their physical and chemi- 
cal properties. 

The author says — "Basing upon the nature of the basin of supply (alimenta- 
tion) in comparison with the waters of each lake, we succeed in grouping them 
so as to obtain a rational classification of all alpine lakes." Although the lakes 
examined by the author are not "all" those of the Swiss Alps, we abide by the 
author's classification into two main groups, one, where the chemical basis of the 
soil is silicious, and the other, where it is calcareous. Of the former he enumer- 
ates 15, of the latter 18. These two groups are again subdivided according to 
the size of the supply basins. 

The researches seem to have been made with the greatest possible care and 
precision. The physical conditions were studied in situ, the surrounding topo- 
graphy carefully observed and noted, the nature of the soil to a certain distance 
above the lake and the composition of rocks determined; the temperature of the 
air, of the water, at surface and greatest depth, its transparency and colour noted, 
and the same researches were practiced in a measure in regard to supply basins, 
affluents, and springs, in cases where the latter were feeders of the lake. The 
depths observed vary between m. 4 and m. 83.6, and it is to be regretted that in 
the case of the latter the temperature at the bottom could not be ascertained. In 
the case of Lake Silvaplana the difference of temperature between surface and 
bottom (m. 77) was 5 degrees centigrade. 
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Profuse analyses are given in tabular form. They reveal the presence of a 
number of inorganic substances, chiefly silicates, alkalis, magnesia, aluminium, 
lime, iron, manganese, sulphuric acid, oxygen, chloride, carbonic acid, etc. 
Oxygen and carbonic acid are absorbed from the atmosphere. On the whole, the 
solid matter is, naturally, more abundantly contained towards the bottom than 
on the surface, owing to the constant renewal of the water above through rain 
in the summer and snow and ice in the winter, which renewal affects but little 
the lower strata. Neither is there any considerable difference between the chemi- 
cal composition of the waters of lakes and that of their immediate affluents. 

We cannot follow the author in the minute details into which he enters regard- 
ing every particular lake. The whole is a most careful and conscientious study 
made with the assistance of the most perfect modern appliances, and if this 
valuable report appears to be more suggestive than conclusive this is due to the 
caution which thorough study of the subject calls for in the author. A. F. B. 

Popular Poetry of the Baloches. By M.Longworth Dames.M.R.A.S. 

Two volumes in one. Pp. xxxix, 204, and 224. David Nutt, London, 1007. 
One gray winter day beside a saline stream in the gravel-plains on the western 
border of Afghanistan the reviewer saw a nomad seated writing in the door of 
his low tent of dark-brown haircloth. "He is a great man, a poet," said the 
attendants. Two weeks later at Seyistan a Baluchi minstrel appeared carrying 
a crude violin. As he played upon its untuned strings, he chanted monotonous 
ballads learned from the mouth of poets like the one seen in the tent, or, perchance, 
handed down for centuries. Everywhere in Baluchistan such minstrels, or "doms," 
are found. Mr. Dames has collected a great number of ballads and other poems 
from them and gives us both the text and the translation in a volume published 
jointly by the Royal Asiatic Society and the Folk-Lore Society. The translations 
appear to be well made. They are not metrical, however, and therefore fail to 
give the true impression of the original. Most of the poems are from the tribes 
living in the northeast corner of Baluchistan near the Indus Valley. They relate 
in part to a thirty-years' struggle between rival tribes in the early part of the 
1 6th century, and in part to later events. Many were written at the time of the 
events described, and are the work of the chiefs who actually performed the 
deeds which are commemorated. In addition to the historical poems, there are 
a number of romantic ballads, religious poems, and love songs, as well as a few 
pages of cradle songs and riddles. Rhyme is rare in the earlier ballads, but 
becomes more common in those written within the last two centuries. The poetic 
form is distinctly Baluchi. Dames finds many traces of Indian and Persian 
influence in the historic and amatory poems, and of Arabic influence in the 
religious compositions; but, on the whole, Baluchi literature appears to be 
indigenous. "As in form, so in substance," says Dames, "Balochi poetry is simple 
and direct in expression, and excels in vivid pictures of life and country, which 
it brings before us without any effort at description on the part of the singer. 
As might be expected in a parched-up land where water is scarce and rain 
seldom falls, the poets delight in describing the vivid thunder storms which 
occasionally visit the mountains and the sudden transformation of the country 
side which follows a fall of rain. The heavy atmosphere laden with dust and 
haze is transformed into one of transparent clearness and inspiriting fresh- 
ness." For example, in the poem of Dosten and Shiren, a pretty ballad of 
faithful lovers, we read, "The storm-clouds have rained upon Konar, on the 



